From studies on the rate of SCFA production in the gastrointestinal tract of ruminants it has been concluded that SCFA were able to supply most of the energy needed by the ruminant animal at least at maintenance. It has recently been found that only a minor fraction of ME (metabolisable energy) intake (16 %) can be accounted for by net appearance of SCFA across the rumen wall of sheep (Rémond et al, 1993, J Anim Sci, 71, 2529-2538 
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